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*** NOTE: 49 USC §§ 1101-1155 CURRENT THROUGH. December 6,2003 ***

UNITED STATES CODE, TITLE 49

CHAPTER 11-NATIONAL TRAN SPORTATION SAFETY BOARD

§ 1101.

§1111.
§1112.
§ 1113.
§ 1114
§ 1115.
§ 1116.
§1117.
§ 1118,
§ 1119.

§ 1131.
§ 1132.
§ 1133.
§ 1134.
§ 1135.
§ 1136.

§ 1137

§ 1151.
§ 1152.
§ 1153,
§ 1154.
§ 1155.

SUBCHAPTER I--GENERAL

Definitions.

SUBCHAPTER II--ORGANIZATION AND ADMINISTRATIVE

General organization.

Special boards of inquiry on air transportation safety.
Administrative. :
Disclosure, availability, and use of information.
Training.

Reports and studies.

Annual report.

Authorization of appropriations. :
Accident and safety data classification and publication.

SUBCHAPTER III--AUTHORITY

General authority.

Civil aircraft accident investigations.

Review of other agency action.

Inspections and autopsies. »
Secretary of Transportation's responses to safety recommendations.
Assistance to families of passengers involved in aircraft accidents.
Authority of the Inspector General

SUBCHAPTER IV--ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES

Aviation enforcement. .

Joinder and intervention in aviation proceedings.

Judicial review.

Discovery and use of cockpit and surface vehicle recordings and transcripts.
Aviation penalties. -



§ 1131. General authority
(a) GENERAL.--

(1) The National Transportation Safety Board shall investigate or have investigated (in
detail the Board prescribes) and establish the facts, circumstances, and cause or probable
cause of--

(A) an aircraft accident the Board has authority to investigate under section 1132 of
this title or an aircraft accident involving a public aircraft as defined by section
40102(a)(37) of this title other than an aircraft operated by the Armed Forces or by an
intelligence agency of the United States;

(B) a highway accident, including a railrodd grade crossing accident, the Board
selects in cooperation with a State;

(C) a railroad accident in which there is a fatality or substantial property damage, or
that involves a passenger train;

(D) a pipeline accident in which there is a fatality, substantial property damage, or
significant injury to the environment; -

(E) a major marine casualty (except a casualty involving only public vessels)
occurring on the navigable waters or territorial sea of the United States, or involving a
vessel of the United States, under regulations prescribed jointly by the Board and the
head of the department in which the Coast Guard is operating; and

(F) any other accident related to the transportation of individuals or property when
the Board decides-- ‘

(i) the accident is catastrophic;
(ii) the accident involves problems of a recurring character; or
(iii) the investigation of the accident would carry out this chapter.

(2)(A) Subject to the requirements of this paragraph, an investigation by the Board under
paragraph (1)(A)-(D) or (F) of this subsection has priority over any investigation by another
department, agency, or instrumentality of the United States Government. The Board shall
provide for appropriate participation by other departments, agencies, or instrumentalities in
the investigation. However, those departments, agencies, or instrumentalities may not
participate in the decision of the Board about the probable cause of the accident.

(B) If the Attorney General, in consultation with the Chairman of the Board,
determines and notifies the Board that circumstances reasonably indicate that the
accident may have been caused by an intentional criminal act, the Board shall relinquish



investigative priority to the Federal Bureau of Investigation. The relinquishment of
investigative priority by the Board shall not otherwise affect the authority of the Board to
continue its investigation under this section.

(C) If a Federal law enforcement agency suspects and notifies the Board that an
accident being investigated by the Board under subparagraph (A), (B), (C), or (D) of
paragraph (1) may have been caused by an intentional criminal act, the Board, in
consultation with the law enforcement agency, shall take necessary actions to ensure that
evidence of the criminal act is preserved.

(3) This section and sections 1113, 1116(b), 1133, and 1134(a) and (c)-(e) of this title do
not affect the authority of another department, agency, or instrumentality of the Government
to investigate an accident under applicable law or to obtain information directly from the -
parties involved in, and witnesses to, the accident. The Board and other departments,
agencies, and instrumentalities shall ensure that appropriate information developed about the
accident is exchanged in a timely manner. ‘

(b) ACCIDENTS INVOLVING PUBLIC VESSELS.--

(1) The Board or the head of the department in which the Coast Guard is operating shall
investigate and establish the facts, circumstances, and cause or probable cause of a marine
accident involving a public vessel and any other vessel. The results of the investigation shall
be made available to the public.

(2) Paragraph (1) of this subsection and subsection (a)(1)(E) of this section do not affect
the responsibility, under another law of the United States, of the head of the department in
which the Coast Guard is operating.

(c) ACCIDENTS NOT INVOLVING GOVERNMENT MISFEASANCE OR
NONFEASANCE.-- '

( 1‘) When asked by the Board, the Secretary of Transportation may--

(A) investigate an accident described under subsection (a) or (b) of this section in
which misfeasance or nonfeasance by the Government has not been alleged; and

(B) report the facts and circumstances of the accident to the Board.

(2) The Board shall use the report in establishing cause or probable cause of an accident
described under subsection (a) or (b) of this section.

(d) ACCIDENTS INVOLVING PUBLIC AIRCRAFT.--The Board, in furtherance of its’
investigative duties with respect to public aircraft accidents under subsection (a)(1)(A) of this

section, shall have the same duties and powers as are specified for civil aircraft accidents under
sections 1132(a), 1132(b), and 1134 (a), (b), (d), and (f) of this title.
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CDEHOREREAIE.
The causes of this accident were:

BEBRBEIKALIELTWAEFEHEL. BET S
CEICDNWTOEREELFHNDIEKX
- the failure of airport management to identify and

correct poor runway drainage;

- BEREICKANFELTWS S L EFEHREICAMT
B EITDOVTOMEERIEDBEK

- the failure of the air traffic controllers to
inform the flight crew that there was standing

water on the runway;

- RIFEICEDMEEDENICOVWTDR--EHE

- the flight crew’ s mismanagement of the

aircraft’ s airspeed; and

- FBBICKDHHNEEICOVWTODR--EHE
- the flight crew’ s mismanagement of thrust

reversers.

COEHMORERAIL.
The causes of this accident were:

RBAMENTOEABESNEN > BEBHKOR
i

the known and uncorrected lack of runway

drainage;

-BERRKREOELICET S2EFRERVERHFERD
SaZ—2 3 ORI

- lack of communication between the ATC and the
flight crew regarding the degenerated runway

condition;

- fRZEEN VrefTDE16 /v FORBIEZBAI-C &
(Vref B IERFOZRENREDIEE)
- the aircraft crossing the threshold 16 knots

above Vref; and

- FHENDEERADEN

- the late application of reverse thrust.
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